European Neighbourhood Instrument

Summary of the Regional South Multiannual Indicative Programme  2018 – 2020
1. Strategic objectives of the EU's relationship with the region

Building state and societal resilience, as well as stabilisation, represents the overall strategic objective for the EU relationship with the region, as outlined in the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) review of 2015 and in the EU Global Strategy of 2016. While the security angle will focus on helping partner countries to be more resilient against threats they currently experience, this will be complemented by a particular attention to enhancing compliance with rule of law, human rights and good governance. The EU's approach will focus as well on the attainment of inclusive and sustainable growth and job creation as a way of achieving stability. It will also put an emphasis on addressing the risks of violent conflict and other structural pressures and drivers such as migration, climate change and environmental degradation. 
2. Choice of sectors of intervention

The following four priority sectors have been subjected to a consultation process with the EU delegations, the Member States (via their Permanent Representation to the EU), the partner countries (via their Embassy in Brussels) and the civil society both from the North and the South. 
Sector 1: Building resilience and promoting stability (indicative 20% of the total budget)

Building resilience requires institutions which citizens can trust and is therefore intrinsically linked to democracy, accountability and the rule of law and more broadly to the consolidation of open, pluralistic societies. The answer to the security challenges will combine the institutional capacity reinforcement with a strong policy of outreach towards civil society and a focus on the development-security nexus. A renewed emphasis will be placed on prevention, be it against violent extremism or against natural and man-made disasters. 

Sector 2: Fostering inclusive and sustainable economic development

A vibrant private sector and job creation are key conditions for creating stable and resilient societies in the Southern Neighbourhood. There is mutual complementarity with purely national programmes insofar as regional cooperation offers a value-added by piloting new policy approaches in the region based on EU best practise, developing regional networks and connections, fostering economic integration among countries, and establishing, in fine, a free trade zone in the Mediterranean, thus feeding into relevant UfM sector dialogues.

Sector 3: Promoting connectivity and the sustainable use of natural resources

Environment, climate action, sustainable energy and transports are interconnected dimensions of sustainable development. They constitute the core of the common agendas under construction in the framework of the Union for the Mediterranean. 
Sector 4: Support for capacity development/ institution building of regional bodies
The Southern Neighbourhood is in many respects the least integrated region in the world.
3. EU Support per sector
Regional programmes: EU cooperation will be implemented through regional programmes adopting the fewer and bigger approach, including new EU branding initiatives, in line with the priorities captured in sections 3.1 to 3.4.

Cross-cutting issues: Apart from being the recipient of specific programmes, civil society will be a full partner in all sectors and is recognised as an important actor for development and governance. Gender equality will be integrated in all sectors with a particular emphasis on ensuring girls' and women's' empowerment and access. A rights-based approach will be pursued in all interventions. 
